
How do I become a Compliance Expert? 
 
If you want to become a compliance specialist, not only will you need to gain specific educational 

credentials and work experience, but you will need to work to develop a mindset that will serve you well 

in the area of compliance. Most companies that hire people for specialized compliance careers will 

generally want you to have a college degree and, depending on the type of work you do, also a graduate 

degree or certificate.  

Although there are some entry-level compliance jobs, in many cases, you will need a few years of work 

experience, ideally in management, research, or even paralegal work, before you can become a 

compliance specialist. Finally, you must work on your ability to complete quality research,  be willing to 

acknowledge that you may have doubts about the information, and be able to stand up to protect your 

employer from potential repercussions for non-compliance. 

What A Compliance Expert Should Have 

A compliance specialist is someone who becomes familiar with the laws, regulations, and industry 

standards within a particular industry or even various sectors. Typically, you inform your employer of 

these standards and work within the company to ensure that all departments meet the requirements as 

well. If you become a compliance specialist, you will need to be very careful and precise in your ability to 

communicate what can often be very confusing and even contradictory information. Develop your 

writing skills as you will need to use them frequently while conducting research and communicating with 

regulators and colleagues alike. In all cases, you must be able to admit when the information you have is 

inaccurate or incomplete and ask for time to conduct further investigation. 

The Findings of People 

Many people find that the more knowledge they have of their particular industry, the more effective 

they are at compliance work. If you can't get a fulfillment job right away, you may want to take a 

position with a company in an industry that interests you. After taking time to develop a solid 

understanding of the industry, talk to your supervisor about opportunities to become a compliance 

specialist. 

The Required Educational Background 

While the educational backgrounds of compliance specialists can vary widely, if you haven't started 

school yet, you should think about the area or areas in which you would like to become a compliance 

specialist. For example, financial services companies often rely heavily on compliance personnel during 

their regular operations.  

If finances are interesting to you, you should major in finance or banking while in school. Other standard 

educational programs that may serve you well include library science, law, or paralegal studies. Many 

legal database companies also provide low-cost training in the use of their databases, which can be 

extremely helpful to you after you have become a compliance specialist. 
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