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Abstract

The "Complete Guide To Build A Strong Parent-Child Bond" offers a comprehensive exploration
of the essential components and practical strategies that contribute to fostering a resilient and
nurturing relationship between parents and children. Delving into the intricacies of child
development across various stages, the guide provides insights into tailoring parenting
approaches to align with cognitive, emotional, and social milestones. Emphasizing the
significance of effective communication, trust-building, and quality time spent together, it equips
parents with practical tools to create an environment that fosters mutual respect and
understanding.

The guide further addresses the diverse aspects of parenting, including styles and their impacts,
digital connections, and mindfulness practices. It encourages a balanced approach to parenting
styles, advocating for a harmonious integration of structure and freedom. In addition, the guide
explores the role of technology in modern parenting and how to leverage digital tools for positive
parent-child interactions.

Importance of a Strong Parent-Child Bond
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Children thrive when they feel safe, loved and nurtured. For many parents, forming a close bond
with their child comes easily. For many others who did not feel cherished, protected or valued
during their own childhood, it can be much more of a struggle. The good news is that parenting
skills can be learned. Read on to learn why bonding with your little one is crucial to their
development and well-being, and some simple ways that you can do it every day.




Why building a relationship with your child matters

Providing your child with love and affection is a pre-requisite for the healthy development of their
brain, their self-confidence, capacity to thrive and even their ability to form relationships as they
go through life.

You literally cannot give babies ‘too much’ love. There is no such thing as spoiling them by
holding them too much or giving them too much attention. Responding to their cues for feeding
and comfort makes babies feel secure. When babies are routinely left alone, they think they
have been abandoned and so they become more clingy and insecure when their parents

return.

When you notice your child’s needs and respond to them in a loving way, this helps your little
one to feel at ease. Feeling safe, seen, soothed and secure increases neuroplasticity, the ability
of the brain to change and adapt. When a child’s world at home is full of love, they are better
prepared to deal with the challenges of the larger world. A positive early bond lays the ground
for children to grow up to become happy, independent adults. Loving, secure relationships help
build resilience, our ability to cope with challenges and recover from setbacks.

How to bond with your child

Parenting can be difficult at times and there is no such thing as a perfect parent. But if you can
provide a loving and nurturing environment for your child to grow up in and you’re a steady and
reliable presence in their life, then you'll be helping them to have a great start in life. Here are
some ways that can help you build a strong connection with your child from the moment you
meet.

« Notice what they do. When your baby or young child cries, gestures or babbles, respond
appropriately with a hug, eye contact or words. This not only teaches your child that
you’re paying attention to them, but it helps to build neural connections in your little one’s
brain that support the development of communication and social skills.

o Play together. By playing with your child, you are showing them that they are valued and
fun to be around. Give them your full attention when you play games together and enjoy
seeing the world from your child’s perspective. When you’re enjoying fun moments and
laughing together, your body releases endorphins (“feel-good hormones”) that promote a
feeling of well-being for both you and your child.

¢ Hold them close. Cuddling and having skin-to-skin contact with your baby helps to bring
you closer in many ways. Your child will feel comforted by your heartbeat and will even
get to know your smell. As your child gets a bit older, hugging them can help them learn
to regulate their emotions and manage stress. This is because when a child receives a
hug, their brain releases oxytocin — the “feel good” chemical — and calms the release of
cortisol, the “stress” chemical.

e Have conversations. Taking interest in what your young child has to say shows them
that you care about their thoughts and feelings. This can even start from day one. By
talking and softly singing to your newborn, it lets them know that you are close by and
paying attention to them. When they make cooing noises, respond with words to help
them learn the back and forth of a conversation.

e Respond to their needs. Changing a diaper or nappy, feeding your child and helping
them fall asleep reassures them that their needs will be met and that they are safe and




cared for. Taking care of your child and meeting their needs is also a great reminder of
your ability to support your child.

Above all, enjoy being with your child, make the most of the time together and know that your
love and presence go a long way to helping your child thrive.

The Stages of Child Development

Child development: the first 5 years

About early child development

‘Development’ means changes in your child’s physical growth. It's also the changes in your
child’s social, emotional, behaviour, thinking and communication skills. All of these areas of
development are linked, and each depends on and influences the others.

In the first 5 years of life, positive experiences and warm, responsive relationships stimulate
children’s development, creating millions of connections in their brains. In fact, children’s
brains develop connections faster in the first 5 years than at any other time in their lives.
This is the time when the foundations for learning, health and behaviour throughout life are
laid down.

Relationships: the foundation of child development

Children’s relationships affect all areas and stages of their development. In fact, nurturing
relationships are the foundation of healthy child development.




Through warm, responsive relationships, your child learns vital information about
themselves and their world. For example, your child learns that they’re loved, safe and
secure. They also learn about what happens when they do things like cry, laugh or ask
guestions.

Your child also learns by seeing relationships among other people — for example, by seeing
how you behave with other family members or friends. This learning is the foundation for the
development of your child’s communication, behaviour, social and other skills.

Play: how child development and learning happen

In the early years, play is children’s main way of learning and developing.

Play is fun for your child. It also gives your child opportunities to explore, observe,
experiment and solve problems. Your child will need your support and encouragement to do
this. But it's important to aim for a balance between supporting your child and letting your
child try things on their own and sometimes make mistakes. Finding out for themselves
about how the world works is a big part of your child’s learning.

Plenty of time spent playing, talking, listening and interacting with you helps your child learn
key life skills. These skills include communicating, thinking, solving problems, moving and
being with other people and children.

Other things that shape child development

Your child’s genes and other factors like healthy eating, physical activity, health and the
neighbourhood you live in also influence your child’s development.

Healthy eating

Healthy food gives your child the energy and nutrients they need to grow and develop. It
also develops their sense of taste. Healthy family food and eating patterns in the early years
can set up healthy eating habits for life.

Physical activity

Being physically active is vital to your child’s health. It gets your child moving, develops
motor skills, helps your child think and gives your child an opportunity to explore their world.
So your child needs plenty of opportunities for active play, including active outdoor play.
Health

Minor childhood ilinesses like colds, earaches and gastroenteritis generally won’t have any
long-term effects on development. But disability, developmental delay and chronic or long-
term conditions can affect development. Health and disability professionals can help you
understand your child’s condition and how it affects development.

Neighbourhood and local community

Your child’s development is supported by positive relationships with friends and neighbours,
and access to playgrounds, parks, shops and local services like child care, playgroups,
kindergartens, schools, health centres and libraries.

Child development: differences among children
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In general, development happens in the same order in most children, but skills might
develop at different ages or times. For example, children usually learn to stand, and then
they learn to walk. But this development can happen any time between 8 and 18 months.
So if you're wondering whether your child’s development is on track, just remember that
development happens over time. Differences among children are usually nothing to worry
about.

Being a parent

Whether you’re a parent, grandparent, kinship carer or foster parent raising a child, you're
always learning. It's OK to feel confident about what you know. And it's OK to admit you
don’t know something and ask questions or get help.

It's also important to look after yourself. Looking after yourself physically, mentally and
emotionally is good for you, and it's good for your child. When you’re well, you can give your
child the loving attention they need to grow and thrive.

Remember that part of looking after yourself is asking for help, especially if you're feeling
stressed, anxious or angry. There are many people who can support you and your child,
including your partner, friends, relatives, child and family health nurse and GP.

Strateqies for Effective Communication and Trust-Building in
Parent-Child Relationships

Communication is important in relationships. We need to talk openly and be good listeners.
Most people can learn how to communicate more effectively. Share positive feelings about your
partner with them. It is better to act early if you are having difficulties, rather than waiting for the
situation to get worse.

Importance of communication




Good communication is an important part of all relationships and is an essential part of
any healthy partnership. All relationships have ups and downs, but a healthy
communication style can make it easier to deal with conflict and build a stronger and
healthier partnership.

We often hear how important communication is, but not what it is and how we can use

good communication in our relationships.

What is communication?

By definition, communication is the transfer of information from one place to another. In
relationships, communication allows you to explain to someone else what you are
experiencing and what your needs are. The act of communicating not only helps to
meet your needs, but it also helps you to be connected in your relationship.
Communicating clearly in arelationship

Talk to each other. No matter how well you know and love each other, you cannot read your
partner’'s mind. We need to communicate clearly to avoid misunderstandings that may cause
hurt, anger, resentment or confusion.

It takes 2 people to have a relationship and each person has different communication needs
and styles. Couples need to find a way of communicating that suits their relationship. Healthy
communication styles require practice and hard work. Communication will never be perfect all
the time.

Be clear when communicating with your partner, so that your message can be received and
understood. Double check your understanding of what your partner is saying.

When you talk to your partner, try to:

o set aside time to talk without interruption from other people or distractions like
phones, computers or television

e think about what you want to say

e be clear about what you want to communicate

e make your message clear, so that your partner hears it accurately and
understands what you mean

o talk about what is happening and how it affects you




« talk about what you want, need and feel — use ‘I’ statements such as ‘I need’, ‘|
want’ and ‘I feel’

e accept responsibility for your own feelings

« listen to your partner. Put aside your own thoughts for the time being and try to
understand their intentions, feelings, needs and wants (this is called empathy)

« share positive feelings with your partner, such as what you appreciate and
admire about them, and how important they are to you

e be aware of your tone of voice

e negotiate and remember that you don’t have to be right all the time. If the issue
you are having is not that important, try to let the issue go, or agree to disagree.

Non-verbal communication

When we communicate, we can say a lot without speaking. Our body posture, tone of
voice and the expressions on our face all convey a message. These non-verbal means
of communicating can tell the other person how we feel about them.

If our feelings don’t fit with our words, it is often the non-verbal communication that gets
‘heard’ and believed. For example, saying ‘I love you’ to your partner in a flat, bored
tone of voice, gives 2 very different messages. Notice whether your body language
reflects what you are saying.

Listening and communication

Listening is a very important part of effective communication. A good listener can
encourage their partner to talk openly and honestly. Tips for good listening include:

« Keep comfortable eye contact (where culturally appropriate).

o Lean towards the other person and make gestures to show interest and concern.

« Have an open, non-defensive, fairly relaxed posture with your arms and legs
uncrossed.

« Face the other person — don'’t sit or stand sideways.

« Sit or stand on the same level to avoid looking up to or down on the other person.

« Avoid distracting gestures such as fidgeting with a pen, glancing at papers, or
tapping your feet or fingers.

« Be aware that physical barriers, noise or interruptions will make good
communication difficult. Mute telephones or other communication devices to
ensure you are really listening.

o Let the other person speak without interruption.

e Show genuine attention and interest.

o Use assertive statements like ‘l feel...about...’, ‘What | need is...’.

o Be aware of your tone.

o Be prepared to take time out if you are feeling really angry about something. It
might be better to calm down before you address the issue.

o Ask for feedback on your listening from the other person.

Improving communication in a relationship
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Open and clear communication can be learnt. Some people find it hard to talk and may
need time and encouragement to express their views. These people may be good
listeners, or they may be people whose actions speak louder than their words.

You can help to improve your communication by:

building companionship — sharing experiences, interests and concerns with your partner,
and showing affection and appreciation

sharing intimacy — intimacy is not only a sexual connection. Intimacy is created by
having moments of feeling close and attached to your partner. It means being able to
comfort and be comforted, and to be open and honest. An act of intimacy can be as
simple as bringing your partner a cup of tea because you can tell they are tired

finding one or 2 key issues you can agree on, such as how finances are distributed, a
goal you have, or your parenting styles or strategies.

To improve the way you communicate, start by asking questions such as:

What things cause conflict between you and your partner? Are they because you are not
listening to each other?

What things bring you happiness and feelings of connection?

What things cause you disappointment and pain?

What things don’t you talk about and what stops you talking about them?

How would you like your communication with your partner to be different?

If possible, ask these questions with your partner and share your responses. Consider, and try,
ways to communicate differently. See whether the results improve your communication.

When you are more aware of how you communicate, you will be able to have more control over
what happens between you. While it may not be easy at first, opening up new areas of
communication can lead to a more fulfilling relationship.




Some things are difficult to communicate

Most of us find some experiences or topics difficult to talk about. It may be something
that is painful or makes us feel uncomfortable. For example, some people find it difficult
to express their emotions. It is often the things that cannot be talked about that hurt the
most.

If you are having difficulty expressing yourself, or talking with your partner about
something, you might find it helps to talk to a counsellor.

Managing conflict with communication

Tips for how to manage conflict with communication include:

Avoid using the silent treatment.

Don’t jump to conclusions. Find out all the facts rather than guessing at motives.

Discuss what actually happened. Don’t judge.

Learn to understand each other, not to defeat each other.

Talk using the future and present tense, not the past tense.

Concentrate on the major problem, and don’t get distracted by other minor

problems.

o Talk about the problems that hurt your or your partner’s feelings, then move on to
problems about differences in opinions.

« Use ‘| feel’ statements, not ‘You are’ statements.

Seeking help for communication issues

If you can’t seem to improve the communication in your relationship, consider talking
with a relationship counsellor. Counsellors are trained to recognise the patterns in a
couple’s communication that are causing problems and to help change those patterns,
as well as providing strategies, tips and a safe place to explore issues.

You could also consider doing a course that is relevant to your relationship. It is better
to act early and talk to someone about your concerns, rather than wait until things get
worse.

Building Trust and Mutual Respect Between Parent and
Childern
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Understanding the Role of Relationships in Youth Development: Why Positive Connections
Matter
Understanding the role of relationships in youth development is crucial to providing support and
guidance for young people. Positive relationships with parents, caregivers, teachers, mentors,
and peers can profoundly impact a young person’s social, emotional, and cognitive
development. In addition, positive connections with adults and peers can promote resilience,
boost self-esteem, and give a sense of belonging. This blog explores the importance of
cultivating positivity in youth and their families.

The Benefits of Positive Relationships with Youth and Their Families
Positive relationships with youth and their extended families can have numerous benefits. Some
of the benefits of positive relationships with the school, youth and their families are:

Better mental health: Positive relationships can promote better mental health outcomes for
youth and their families. When young people and their families feel supported and connected,
they are less likely to experience depression, anxiety, and other mental health issues.

Improved academic performance: Positive relationships with teachers and mentors can
enhance academic performance. When young people feel supported and encouraged by adults,
they are more likely to succeed academically.

Increased resilience: Positive relationships with adults and peers can promote stability in young
people. When youth have positive relationships with adults who model positive behaviours and
provide support, they are better equipped to cope with life’s challenges.

Better decision-making skills: Positive relationships with adults can also promote better
decision-making skills in youth. When young people have positive relationships with adults who
model good decision-making skills, they are more likely to develop those skills.

Reduced risk-taking behaviours: Positive relationships with adults, family and peers can also
reduce risk-taking behaviours in youth. When young people feel connected and supported by
their families, they are less likely to engage in risky behaviours such as drug use and
delinquency.




Stronger family unit bonds: Positive relationships with youth and their families can strengthen
their family unit bonds. When young people feel connected and valued by their families, they are
more likely to have positive relationships with their parents, grandparents and siblings.

Increased sense of belonging: Positive relationships with others can help youth feel like they
belong and give them a sense of purpose within their communities.

Building Trust with Youth and Families: Key Strategies for Effective

Communication

Building trust with youth and families means consistent communication, honesty, and
transparency over time. Essential communication strategies include:

Active listening: Effective communication requires active listening, which entails concentrating
on what the other person is saying, asking for clarification, and summarising to ensure
comprehension. By actively listening, you show a genuine interest in and appreciation for the
other person’s thoughts and emotions.

Empathy: Empathy is crucial for building trust by showing that you value someone’s
experiences and are willing to see things from their perspective.

Honesty and transparency: Honesty and transparency are crucial to building trust. When
communicating with youth and families, being honest about what you can and cannot do and
transparent about any challenges or limitations is essential.

Consistency: Consistency is essential to building trust. It involves following through on
promises, being reliable, and showing up consistently. When youth and families know they can
count on you, they are more likely to trust you.

Respect: Respect is a fundamental aspect of effective communication. It involves treating others
with dignity, valuing their opinions and experiences, and refraining from judgment or criticism.
When youth and families feel respected, they are more likely to trust and open up to you.

Cultural competence: Cultural competence is understanding, appreciating, and working with
individuals from diverse cultural backgrounds. Effective communication with youth persons and
families in many countries requires cultural competence, including understanding the unigue
cultural practices, values, and beliefs of the youth and their families.

Collaboration: Collaboration involves working with youth and families to identify goals, develop
plans, and make decisions. Collaborating with youth and families demonstrates respect for their
opinions and promotes a sense of ownership and investment in the process

The Impact of Positive Relationships on Mental Health and Well-being of
Youth
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Positive relationships with caring adults can significantly improve young people’s mental health.
Such relationships promote positive development and mental health outcomes.

Improved self-esteem: Positive relationships with caring adults can promote a sense of
belonging and acceptance, boosting self-esteem and confidence in youth.

Reduced anxiety and depression: Positive relationships with adults and peers can provide
emotional support and reduce feelings of loneliness and isolation, which can help to reduce
stress and depression.

Increased resilience: Positive relationships with caring adults can promote stability in youth,
which is the ability to cope with stress and adversity. When youth have positive relationships
with adults who model positive behaviours and provide support, they are better equipped to
cope with life’s challenges.

Better coping skills: Positive relationships with adults can also promote better coping skills in
youth. When young people have positive relationships with adults who model healthy coping
strategies, they are more likely to develop those skills.

Improved social skills: Positive relationships with peers can help youth develop social skills,
such as communication and problem-solving, which can benefit their mental health and well-
being.

Reduced risk-taking behaviours: Positive relationships with adults and peers can also reduce
risk-taking behaviours in youth.

Better academic outcomes: Positive relationships with teachers and mentors can improve
academic performance. When young people feel supported and encouraged by adults, they are
more likely to succeed academically, which can benefit their mental health and well-being.




Communicating Effectively with Youth and Fam»lies: Strategies for

Clear and Open Communication

Communicating effectively with youth and families requires transparent and open
communication strategies that promote mutual understanding and respect. Here are some
strategies for clear and open communication with youth and families:

Use plain language: Speak and avoid confusing language when communicating with young
people and their families.

Be clear and concise: Clear and concise communication is crucial. Avoid going off-topic or
providing lengthy explanations. Instead, convey the primary message.

Use active listening: Active listening is essential to effective communication. It involves focusing
on what the other person is saying, asking clarifying questions, and summarising what was said
to ensure understanding.

Allow for questions: It's important to encourage youth and families to ask questions to ensure
they fully understand the information shared. Always be honest and transparent when
answering their questions.

Provide visual aids: Visual aids such as diagrams, pictures, or videos can help convey complex
information or concepts.

Respect cultural differences: Communication should respect cultural differences, including
language barriers or cultural practices that may impact communication.

Use non-judgmental language: Communication should be non-judgmental, avoiding criticism or
blame. Instead, use language that is supportive and encourages open dialogue.




Communicate regularly: Regular communication with youth and families can help to build trust
and establish positive relationships. Schedule regular check-ins or progress updates to ensure
ongoing communication.

Be transparent: Honesty and transparency are critical to building trust. Be transparent about any
challenges or limitations, and honestly communicate what you can and cannot do.

Parenting Styles and Play Area Maintenance

The 4 types of parenting styles are authoritative, authoritarian, permissive, and uninvolved
parenting style. According to the American Academy of Pediatrics and psychologists worldwide,
the authoritative parenting style is the best. The uninvolved parenting style is linked to the worst
outcomes in children.

A 2010 study in the United States surveying over ten thousand school-aged students found that
authoritative parenting was the most popular style, followed by authoritarian parenting.
Choosing among different parenting styles is important because how parents interact with their
children has a lifelong impact on children’s healthy growth, including emotional, physical, and
behavioral development.

What are the 4 parenting styles?

The 4 types of parenting styles are authoritative, authoritarian, permissive, and uninvolved.
Each parenting style involves different levels of responsiveness and demandingness.

Authoritative parenting style: High in responsiveness and demandingness
Authoritarian parenting style: Low in responsiveness but high in demandingness
Permissive parenting style: High in responsiveness but low in demandingness
Uninvolved parenting style: Low in responsiveness and demandingness




A parenting style is a set of child-rearing practices. Psychologists widely use the four parenting
styles to understand the link between parenting methods and children’s development and
behavior. These Baumrind parenting styles were based on research by developmental
psychologist Diana Baumrind at the University of California at Berkeley and the work of Eleanor
Maccoby and John Martin at Stanford University.:

In 1967, Diana Baumrind identified three parenting styles, namely authoritative, authoritarian,
and permissive, and added a fourth style, negligent parenting style, in 1971. In 1983, Maccoby
and Martin suggested a conceptual structure to combine different levels of parental
demandingness and warmth to categorize these four parenting styles.

Cleaning Methods That Suit Different Parenting Styles

Do you feel overwhelmed whenever you have to clean your child’s playroom, which always
tends to be messy? Children love to stay active and have fun learning new things in their
playroom, but it can create a lot of clutter. While supporting their creative freedom is necessary,
you must encourage them to clean up after themselves and keep their toys and books
organised in the play area.

Besides this, it is also important to regularly clean and sanitise your kid’s play area to prevent
the spreading of diseases and infections. If you are tired of doing so, you can always hire
reliable end of lease cleaning Sydney services to clean and organise your children’s play areas
or follow the below 7 hacks to do this on your own:

1. Use Plastic Containers And Baskets To Organise Toys

To clean your kid’s play area, you must first clear the mess on the floor. You can do this by
organising your kid’s toys in colourful baskets or clear plastic containers so your kids know
which ones are in which container. You can also use double storage items like a stool with a
storage box inside where you can place extra items or a trunk that can double up as a seating
area.

2. Make Your Kids Pick Up And Clean Their Toys

Once playtime is over, you should teach your kids to put their toys back into the original
containers. You can make it fun by timing them and rewarding the kid who cleans their toys first
with a small treat. If your kid refuses to pick up their toys, you can place the toys in a toy time-
out box so that they understand the importance of cleaning.

End-of-lease cleaners in Sydney recommend that you can then ask them to do a small cleaning
chore to get their toy back. This will help kids understand the importance of picking up their
clutter and mess from a small age so that they can keep this habit.

3. Declutter To Prevent Accidents In The Play Area

Next, end-of-lease cleaning experts in Sydney recommend sorting through your kids’ toys and
donating the items last used a while ago. You can donate these toys to a children’s hospital in
Sydney or give these toys to a neighbour’s kid. You can also put the extra toys in your cupboard
and keep rotating them so your child can never get bored. Decluttering extra items will also help
clear the play area and prevent falls and accidents.




4. Clean And Sanitise Kids Toys With Organic Products

Now, you must clean and disinfect your kid’s toys daily because they touch them and put them
in their mouth at times. Ensure you watch your children in the playroom to prevent them from
ingesting a toy and choking.

If your child has put a toy in their mouth, immediately remove it or call a doctor to help them.
Ensure you also clean and sanitise the toy with natural ingredients like baking soda and vinegar
as these are kid-friendly and will not release toxic fumes.

5. Place Fabric Toys In Your Washing Machine Every Week

Besides plastic toys, you must also wash and clean your kids’ fabric toys by placing them in
your washing machine every week. End-of-lease cleaning professionals in Sydney recommend
that you first read the label to see if it is safe to wash the toy in the machine and what products
to use.

Then, place the toy inside a pillowcase and use the gentle cycle to clean and disinfect your
fabric toys.

6. Vacuum And Mop Surfaces To Remove Loose Dust
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Since your kid uses your play area often, it is important to ensu
the floors.

Thus, whenever your kids take a break or are having a hap, vacuum and mop the play area
floors to get rid of all this loose dust. Use a steam cleaner to remove stubborn stains and spills,
and use a vacuum with HEPA filters to eliminate germs and bacteria. This will keep your play
area germ-free and clean and protect your kids from infections and allergies.
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7. Ventilate Your Kid’s Playroom To Promote Good Hygiene

Lastly, ensure your kids’ playroom has plenty of fresh air by opening the windows from time to
time. This will prevent the growth of dampness and condensation that can cause mould spores.




If your child breathes in these mould spores, it can trigger allergic reactions, skin infections and

rashes.
Thus, it is important to ventilate the room to prevent your kids from playing in stale indoor air
that can attract harmful allergens and mould spores.

The above tips will help you keep your child’s playroom clean and well-sanitised to prevent
bacterial infections and allergies. Make sure you clean these rooms daily and wash all your kid’s
toys to keep your children free from any harmful diseases.

Digital Connection in the Modern Age Between parent and
Children

—
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The parent child relationship has changed beyond recognition in the past century. This has
partly resulted from the rapid transition of child-rearing from being a community-based activity to
a more individualistic activity. Another reason for the change has been the attitude towards
having a child — what was once a default activity has now become a voluntary one and most
parents have children by choice and not chance, which changes the dynamics and perceptions
of parenting. This combination has led to more conscious parenting choices, in addition to fancy
buzzwords that may or may not make sense - attachment parenting, natural parenting, positive
parenting, slow parenting, helicopter parenting, tiger parenting and my personal favourite (in
terms of absurdity of the term) — freerange parenting.

A recent research paper reported in The Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology, which
examined parenting changes among thousands of parents of 16-year-old teens in 1986 and
fairly similar parents in 2006, found that recent parents have greater expectations in relation to




going to school, doing homework, being polite, telling parents where they will be going, etc. and
monitor children more the 1986 parents.

Perhaps the greatest change in parent-child relationship has occurred in the past two decades,
with the advent of the digital age.

This change is most noticeable in the relationship between an adolescent child and the parent.
Adolescence is the commencement of individuation, and the physical, mental and emotional
health of the child during this period is critically dependent on the relationships and changes of it
within the family, and in particular with parents.

The knee-jerk reaction is to believe that the digital age has deteriorated the relationship
between the parent and adolescent child. Having an adolescent child, myself, the sense of
righteous indignation that this belief creates in me is almost comforting. “I never spoke back to
my parents”. “Put that tablet away when you are eating”. “Look at me when | am talking to you”,
“Your grades are down because you are on social media all the time”, “Talk to grandpa instead
of staring into your phone” — the complaints and resulting relationship stressors are endless.

But, a more rational approach shows that such stressors have always existed in different
avatars and technology has in fact improved the relationship between the parent and adolescent
child. The digital native adolescent consumes approximately 12 hours of digital media per day in
talking, texting and chatting with her various concentric circles of family, friends and
acquaintances.

Naturally, digital technology has become a predominant mode of communication within families
and has undoubtedly extended the opportunities and increased frequency of interaction
between the parent and adolescent. The digital age has altered the heirarchial nature of
conventional parent-child relationship into a form that is more equal, intimate, and egalitarian
than it has been in the past.

Bottom Line




In the intricate dance of parenting, the "Complete Guide To Build A Strong Parent-Child Bond"
serves as your compass, navigating the varied terrains of child development, effective
communication, and trust-building. Embrace the journey with confidence, armed with practical
strategies to tailor your parenting style, celebrate individuality, and foster a resilient connection
with your child.

As you explore the guide's insights on technology, mindfulness, and self-care, remember that
building a strong parent-child bond is not just a destination but a continual process of reflection
and growth. May this guide be a source of inspiration, support, and empowerment as you
embark on the enriching adventure of nurturing a profound and lasting bond with your child.
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